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===================================== 
The Writing Life: Business Plan? What Plan? 
===================================== 
 
Do you have a business plan? Right, I didn’t think so, unless you’ve written a 
book proposal recently. I always think of them as business plans, as you have to 
sell yourself and work out what your life will look like if this book gets published.  
 
I don’t have a business plan either. I prefer to try new things and see what 
happens. Here are two new directions I took in 2012: 
 
1. Last December, I taught a private workshop, organized by a food blogger in 
Hawaii. I tweeted about it and other bloggers invited me to San Diego and 
Ireland. During the year, I also taught in Adelaide, AU; Santa Ana, CA and St. 
Louis, MO. So I now conduct writing workshops for food bloggers, and every 
time, it’s been a satisfying and fun. So if you’d like me to come to your town, drop 
me a line at dj@diannej.com. 
 
2. Serendipitously, I also moved into teaching other than food writers. A 
restaurant marketer flew me to Chicago to teach other restaurant marketers 
about social media and food writing. I also did a workshop in Australia for food 
artisans on how to attract bloggers through social media. Now I’m hungry for 
more work like this and I need to figure out how to get it. 
 
I met recently with a friend who heads a non-profit dedicated to entrepreneurship. 
When I told him my story, he shook his head. “One of the first things we teach 
people is how to write a business plan,” he said. “But sometimes, you need to 
deviate from the plan and see what happens.” 
 
Exactly. I thought this year I would start collaborating on three cookbooks, but 
none of them has happened yet. One is still at the proposal stage; two proposals 
are with agents. I forgot how long this process takes.  
 
I do believe in planning and having goals, though. Maybe that’s more important 
than a business plan. So since it’s December, it’s time to ask a few questions of 



yourself for the new year: 
 

1. What do I want to happen next year? Is next year the year you start a 
blog, write a book proposal, freelance a story, pitch yourself as a speaker? 
State your realistic goal. It’s more likely to happen if you at least verbalize 
it. 

2. What is my deadline? When do you want to accomplish your goal? Give 
yourself a reasonable amount of time, like several months. 

3. What are three small steps to take? I’m a big believer in small steps. 
Without an ability to break down a large project, I feel overwhelmed and 
spin in circles. List three things that you can do to get going on your goal, 
such as “investigate these six magazines for freelancing,” or “find all 
competing books for my next book idea” or “go to websites of conferences 
and find speaker applications.” 

 
Freedom, creativity and discipline are the hallmarks of a writer’s life. We also 
take risks, experiment and go with the flow. Wrestle with these questions and see 
what comes up. I hope you’ll be energized by the results. 
 
 
============ 
Keep in Touch 
============ 
 
You only get this newsletter four times per year, so why wait? My weekly blog, 
Will Write for Food, gives you a more immediate way to read about recipe writing, 
freelance writing, book proposals, and food blogging trends and issues. Join my 
group of thoughtful and intelligent readers, who often make the comments the 
best part of the post. Here’s a round up of the most commented upon posts from 
the last quarter: 
 

• Chefs Blast Bloggers on Restaurant Reviews 
• Food Blogs vs. National Magazines – Guess Who’s Winning? 
• Q&A with Colman Andrews: He’s Never Recommend Food Writing as a 

Career 
  
Let my weekly blog come to you, by email or in an RSS feed, so you don’t have 
to remember to visit. Sign up on the blog’s right-hand side column.  
 
If you’d rather not wait three months to find the links I provide below, I post links 
several times a week on my Facebook fan page, Will Write for Food. Click “Like” 
and you’ll get the links on your Home page. I also invite you to follow me on 
Twitter, where I post links and have conversations, and friend me on Facebook.  
 
 
========================= 



Upcoming Classes and Events 
========================= 
 
-- January 26, 2013  
Speaker   
Food Blog South  
Homewood, Alabama  
$125 (10 percent discounted ticket is here)   
 
This conference is only one day long but it has a party before and a party 
afterwards. These are my kind of people! And you're in for some seriously good 
speakers. My topic is ethics. It's more of a conversation, really. I hope you'll join 
me. Let's talk about adapting recipes, taking sponsored posts, disclosing 
payment, and all kinds of other topics that get people hot and bothered. I think 
this is fun, by the way.    
 
-- February 16th, 2013  
Instructor  
Food Writing for Food Lovers  
The Writing Salon Berkeley  
10 a.m. - 4 p.m.   
$95/$110   
 
I haven't taught a food writing class in the San Francisco Bay Area for ages. So if 
you're in the market for a class about blogging, cookbook writing and freelancing, 
this workshop is for you. 
 
-- April 12-14, 2013  
Speaker  
Food Bloggers of Canada Annual Conference   
Hockley Valley Resort (near Toronto)  
Ontario, Canada   
 
As a Canadian, I'm proud to be part of the first food blogging conference in 
Canada. After years of attending them in the US, The Food Bloggers of Canada 
are striking out on their own.  
 
-- June 29 - July 4, 2013  
Instructor   
Rancho La Puerta Spa  
Tecate, Baja  
Mexico    
 
I am so lucky to come here once a year to teach. It's such a glorious place that all 
you can think about, the moment you arrive, is how to come back. My subject is 
"Is There a Book in You?" I'll give a lecture one night and teach several one-hour 



classes during the week. Meanwhile, you can hike, eat glorious pesceterian 
cuisine, tour the organic garden, take a cooking class, and get a massage.  
  
 
========================== 
News from Clients and Students 
========================== 
 
-- The Washington Post published Anna Mindess’s feature story on Mozza, a 
deaf-owned restaurant.  
 
-- Antoinette Silicato self-published her cookbook, Soulful Sicilian Cooking. 
 
-- Living Without magazine’s December issue features Colette Martin’s piece on 
baking with cranberries. 
 
-- Crack the Spine published a poem by Dini Karasik. 
 
-- Perigee Trade published Kristin Jackson’s book, It’s Not You, It’s Brie. 
 
-- Alimentum published John Gutekanst’s essay, Weasel. He is also writing 
monthly features for Pizza Today magazine. 
 
-- The Marin I-J newspaper profiled Lynda Balslev of TasteFood. 
 
-- Andrews-McMeel published Nancy Singleton Hachisu’s cookbook, Japanese 
Farm Food, and the New York Times, among others, wrote about it. Several top 
cookbooks of 2012 wrap-ups listed it as well. 
 
-- Marcus Samuelsson published a 5-part series on Peruvian Cuisine on his blog, 
by Nico Vera. 
 
-- The National, the UAE’s leading newspaper, published this essay on Cyprus 
by Samantha Wood. 
 
-- Culinate newsletter published an article by Stephanie Stiavetti on gluten free 
Christmas cookies. 
 
Do you have news about an article you’ve sold, a blog you’ve begun, or a book 
deal? If you are a former student or client, please drop me a line at 
dj@diannej.com. I’d love to include your bragging rights in my next newsletter.  
 
 
========== 
Useful Links 
========== 



 
-- Got a piece of food writing worthy of an award? Enter The Bert Greene Award 
for Food Journalism by January 5, 2013. 
 
-- The Top 25 Food Blogs of 2012, according to criteria established by The Daily 
Meal. 
 
-- Why Doesn’t My Site Show Up on Google? Some worthwhile information, once 
you get through the beginner explanations. 
 
- Food and Prop Styling for Food Bloggers. Good tips from a blogger I met 
recently in Australia. 
 
-- How to Start a Food Blog, a gigantic post based on the experiences of From 
Away.  
 
- Do you write recipes on a Wordpress blog? Check out Kitchenbug, a free plug-
in that adds nutritional information and optimizes recipes for Google searches. 
 
-- How and when should chefs attribute their sources of inspiration for dishes? 
They go through the same kind of hand wringing when adapting recipes of 
others. 
 
-- Looking for new avenues for freelancing? There were 78 new magazines in 
November. Here’s a new one on food and wine from Sweden. 
 
-- Like to market yourself on Facebook? Here’s what’s changed and what you 
should know. 
 
-- 21 Tactics to Increase Blog Traffic: A thoughtful article from SEOmoz.  
 
-- Need a website to showcase your portfolio as a writer? Consider this software, 
says Mediabistro. 
  
========== 
Just for Fun 
========== 
 
-- So You Want to Start A Food Blog? You can’t use these titles, says Sean 
Timberlake of Hedonia. 
 
-- In a parody response to Pete Wells’ brilliant review of his Times Square 
restaurant, “Guy Fieri, ” calls himself a “portly, permanently sunburned 
soakhouse Santa Claus” full of positivity.  
 
 



* * * 

Please forward this newsletter to anyone you think might be interested. All 
previous issues are archived on my website. There’s a place to sign up for this 
newsletter as well.  

To change your email address or unsubscribe, please email me: dj@diannej.com 

I will not rent, trade or sell your email address to anyone for any reason. 

Happy Holidays, 

Dianne 


